
Ž .Biophysical Chemistry 82 1999 149]155

Fluorescence correlation spectroscopy analysis of the
hydrophobic interactions of protein 4.1 with

phosphatidyl serine liposomes

Y. Takakuwaa,U, C-G. Packb, X-Li Ana, S. Mannoa, E. Itoa, M. Kinjob
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Received 15 September 1999; accepted 15 September 1999

Abstract

Ž .Fluorescence correlation spectroscopy FCS was applied to examine the interactions between a protein and a
Ž .membrane lipid. The protein 4.1]phosphatidyl serine PS interactions served as the model system to demonstrate

the membrane lipid]protein interactions. This protein was labeled with rhodamine and its interactions with
PS-liposomes were measured by FCS. The present results clearly demonstrated that a small protein molecule, protein
4.1, interacts specifically with a large particle, a PS-liposome. This interaction appears to be hydrophobic and not
electrostatic, since the bound protein 4.1 did not dissociate in solution and was specifically released from PS-lipo-

Ž .somes by treatment with phospholipase A PLA . In the present study, using FCS we could demonstrate that the2 2
serine residue of PS is required for protein 4.1 to bind to PS-liposomes and that the bound protein 4.1 is closely
associated with the fatty acid of the PS molecule in the liposomes. Q 1999 Elsevier Science B.V. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Ž .Fluorescence correlation spectroscopy FCS is
based on a fluctuation analysis of fluorescent
intensity to detect and characterize fluorophores
at the single molecule level in solution. In bio-
science, FCS facilitates the measurement of two
important physical parameters: the average num-
ber of molecules in the detection volume and the
translational diffusion time of the molecules,

w xthrough the open volume of detection 1]3 . This
paper is primarily concerned with the diffusion
aspects of FCS measurement, in that diffusional
motion reflects the molecular weight and the
shape of the fluorescent species. FCS allows the
analysis of the binding interactions of bio-
molecules leading to the formation of a complex
between a small fluorescent molecule and a much
larger molecule, by measuring the changes in the
diffusional behavior of the small molecules in a
homogeneous solution. Detailed theoretical ex-
planations and potential applications have ap-

w xpeared in the literature 1]5 . FCS was developed
in the mid-1970s, but has only recently been

w xapplied to nucleic acid research 6]8 , protein
w xaggregation 9 , ligand binding to membrane-solu-

w xtion interfaces 10 , ligand]protein interactions
w x w x11 , and protein]protein interactions 12,13 .
These applications have been made possible by
the technical advances in confocal optical systems
and the development of high quantum-efficiency

w xdetectors during the past 10 years 3 .
Protein]liposome binding interactions have

been studied only to a limited degree by this
w xmethod 14 . The hydrophobicity of many proteins

induces their adsorption onto the surface of the
sample chamber, and consequently the number of
molecules cannot be accurately determined, even
using FCS. The labeling of proteins is a disadvan-
tage in FCS, owing to the complicated sample
preparation procedure, which may alter the
properties of the proteins. However, FCS is very
promising for studying the binding interactions of
proteins in a homogeneous solution. In the pre-
sent study, we used FCS with a biological system
to analyze the binding between protein 4.1 and

Ž .phosphatidyl serine PS liposomes.
Protein 4.1 is required to maintain the mem-

brane mechanical properties of deformability and
w xstability of red blood cells 15,16 . Purified protein

4.1 is a globular protein of approximately 80kDa,
as determined by SDS-polyacrylamide gel elec-

w xtrophoresis 17 . This protein interacts with spec-
w xtrin and actin 18,19 and two important tran-

w xsmembrane proteins, band 3 20]22 and gly-
w xcophorin C 23,24 in red blood cells, as well as
Ž .with CD44 cluster of differentiation 44 in ker-

w xatinocytes 24 . All of these interactions of pro-
tein 4.1 were previously shown to be modulated

2q w xby Ca and calmodulin 25,26 and also possibly
by phosphorylation. The interactions of this pro-
tein with membrane lipids, particularly PS located

w xin the inner leaflet of the lipid bilayer 27,28 , are
not well understood. In the present study, FCS
was applied to the analysis of the interactions
between protein 4.1 and a PS-liposome, which
were found to be hydrophobic.

2. Methods

2.1. Preparation of rhodamine-labeled protein

Ž .Protein 4.1 0.24 mgrml was purified from
human erythrocytes by the method of Tyler et al.
w x17 with minor modifications, and was dialyzed
against 0.1 M phosphate buffer, pH 9.0. One

wmilligram of rhodamine tetramethylrhodamine-
Ž .6-isothiocyanate TRITC ; Molecular Probes, OR,

xUSA was dissolved in 330 ml dimethylformamide
Ž .DMF . Protein 4.1 was mixed with rhodamine at
a molar ratio of 1:2, and the solution was in-
cubated at 48C overnight. Rhodamine-labeled

Ž .protein 4.1 rhodamine-4.1 was separated from
Ž .unbound rhodamine using a column 1.0=10 cm

Žof Calmodulin Sepharose-4B Pharmacia Biotech,
.Uppsala, Sweden . After a dilution with five

Ž .volumes of 10 mM Tris]HCl pH 7.5 0.1 M
NaCl, and 0.2 mM CaCl , the mixture was loaded2
onto the column. The unbound rhodamine was
eluted with the same buffer containing 5%
ethanol. After a buffer wash, the rhodamine-4.1
was eluted with buffer containing 0.6 M NaCl
instead of 0.1 M NaCl. The protein concentration

Ž .of rhodamine-4.1 0.059 mgrml was measured
w x29 and then the fluorescence intensity, with exci-
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tation at 554 nm and emission at 573 nm, was
determined with a fluorescence spectrophotome-

Ž .ter Hitachi F-3010, Japan . The rhodamine to
protein 4.1 ratio was calculated to be one.

3. Preparation of liposomes

w Ž .Phospholipids PS, phosphatidyl choline PC
xor a mixture of PS and PC were dissolved in

chloroform and were evaporated under reduced
pressure in a rotary evaporator. To the phospho-
lipid film thus obtained, the binding buffer was
added to make a phospholipid concentration of 1
mgrml, and then the solution was sonicated using

Ž .a bath type sonicator Branson Sonifier 450 for 1
h at room temperature, under a nitrogen atmo-
sphere to prevent oxidation. The phospholipid
concentration in the liposomes was measured ac-

w xcording to Bartlett 30 .

4. Incubation of rhodamine-4.1 with liposomes

Ž .Rhodamine-4.1 0.059 mgrml was diluted
Ž .fivefold with 10 mM Tris]HCl buffer pH 7.5 0.1

M NaCl, and 0.2 mM CaCl . To 10 ml of this2
Ž .solution, 2 ml of liposomes 1 mgrml containing

various molar ratios of PS and PC were added to
study the interactions of rhodamine-4.1 with lipo-
somes by FCS. In some experiments, 2-ml PS-
liposome aliquots were sequentially added to de-
termine whether the bound rhodamine-4.1 was
redistributed among the added PS-liposomes. The
nature of the protein 4.1]PS interaction was ex-
amined by the addition of 2 M KCl or 1 mgrml of
calmodulin and 100 mM Ca2q to the complex of
rhodamine-4.1 and PS-liposomes. The effects of
various phospholipases were also examined by
treatment of rhodamine-4.1-bound PS-liposomes

Ž .with 10 U of phospholipase A PLA or phos-2 2
Ž .pholipase C PLC for 1 h at 258C in the presence

of 100 mM Ca2q.

5. FCS measurement and data analysis

FCS measurements were carried out using a

ŽConfoCor spectrometer Carl Zeiss, Jena GmbH,
. qJena, Germany equipped with a CW Ar laser

Ž .excitation at 514.5 nm . The sample was excited
with the laser beam at 50 mW power, focused by a

Žwater immersion objective C-Apochromat, 40= ,
.1.2 NA; Carl Zeiss . Fluorescence from the fo-

cused detection volume was separated by a
Ž .dichroic mirror )510 nm and an emission filter

Ž .; 530]610 nm , and was detected by an
Žavalanche photodiode SPCM-200-PQ, EG&G,

.Quebec, Canada . The pinhole diameter at the
image plane in front of the photodiode was ad-
justed to 30 mm for confocal detection. All mea-
surements at 60 s were performed on Lab-Tek
chambered coverglass slides with eight wells and
an;140 mm thick coverslide on the bottom
Ž .Nalge Nunc International, Naperville, IL, USA .

Ž .Fluorescence autocorrelation functions FAF ,
Ž .G t , were determined with a digital correlator

Ž .ALV 5000rE, ALV GmbH, Germany and were
Žfitted with the FCS Access Fit software EVOTEC
.BioSystems GmbH, Hamburg, Germany by one-

or two-component model as follows:

² Ž . Ž .:I t I tqtŽ .G t s 2² Ž .:I t

1 1yys1q 1r2N t t21q 1qsž / ž /t tfree free

yq 1r2
t t21q 1qsž / ž /t tbound bound

where y is the bound ratio of labeled molecule, N
is the number of labeled molecules in the detec-
tion volume element defined by a radius w and a0
length 2 z , s is the structure parameter repre-0
senting the ratio of the radius to one-half length

w xof the detection volume, ssw rz 4,5 , and t0 0 free
and t are the translational diffusion times ofbound
the free and the bound labeled molecules through
the detection volume respectively. The diffusion

Ž y10coefficient of rhodamine 6G, D 2.8=10
2 .m rs , was used as an authentic value for de-

termination of the parameters, w and s, prior to0
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the experiments with Dsw2r4 t . The struc-0 free
ture parameter, s, and the detection volume eval-
uated by FCS were ;0.1]0.2 and ;0.4]0.6 fl,
respectively.

6. Results and discussion

As a first step in the FCS experiments, the
Žbinding of quickly diffusing molecules rhoda-

.mine-4.1 to slowly diffusing particules, such as
liposomes, was measured based on the change in
diffusion time in the binding buffer. Fig. 1 shows
the normalized FAFs of four different fluorescent
molecules or particles in the binding buffer: rho-
damine 6G, rhodamine-4.1, and its complex form
in the presence of PS-liposomes or PC-liposomes.
The FAF of rhodamine-4.1 in the presence of
PS-liposomes was shifted to the right, due to
binding to the much higher molecular weight
structure of the PS-liposome. The diffusion time
of rhodamine-4.1 in the presence of PC-liposomes
exhibited no significant change. It is thus appar-
ent that rhodamine-4.1 binds to PS-liposomes, but
does not bind to PC-liposomes.

The molecular weight of rhodamine-4.1 and its
complex form with the PS-liposome could be cal-
culated, based on the average diffusion times
obtained by one-component fit to MW sfm

Fig. 1. Measurements of the interactions between rhodamine-
4.1 and PS- or PC-liposomes by FCS. Rhodamine-4.1 was
incubated with PS- or PC- liposomes as described in Section 2.

Ž . Ž . Ž .The FAFs of a rhodamine 6G alone, b rhodamine-4.1, c
Ž .rhodamine-4.1 in the presence of PS-liposomes, and d rho-

damine-4.1 in the presence of PC-liposomes are plotted against
the correlation time on a log scale.

Ž .3t rt =MW , assuming the molecule to befm rho rho
spherical in shape; MW and t are the calcu-fm fm
lated molecular weight and the measured average
diffusion time of the fluorescent molecules. MWrho

Ž .and t are the molecular weight 0.479 kDarho
and the measured diffusion time of rhodamine,
respectively. The diffusion time of rhodamine-4.1
was found to be 0.24]0.38 ms corresponding to a
calculated molecular weight of 75]381 kDa. The
diffusion time and the calculated molecular weight
of the complex form with PS-liposomes under

Ž .conditions of saturation ys1 were approxi-
mately 1.4 ms and 23 400 kDa, respectively.

To confirm whether this binding depends on
the PS content, rhodamine-4.1 was mixed with
liposomes containing various PSrPC ratios. As
shown in Fig. 2a, the FAF of rhodamine-4.1
shifted to the right, with the extent depending on
the PSrPC ratio. The amount of bound rho-
damine-4.1 increased proportionally to the

Ž .amount of PS Fig. 2b , and protein 4.1 is thus
shown to bind specifically to PS and not to PC.
These results suggest that the head group of PS,
the serine residue, is required for protein 4.1 to
bind to PS.

The interaction of protein 4.1 with PS was
studied by examining the conditions under which
bound protein 4.1 could be eluted from PS-lipo-

Ž .somes. High salt concentrations 2 M KCl , known
to dissociate protein 4.1 from its protein interac-
tions within the red cell membranes, were initially
used, but there was absolutely no release of rho-

Ždamine-4.1 from the PS-liposomes data not
.shown . Under the same conditions, most of the

protein 4.1 was released when it was bound to
band 3 or glycophorin C. The interactions between
protein 4.1 and PS thus appear to be hydrophobic
and not electrostatic.

PS-liposomes were added to a mixture of rho-
damine-4.1 and PS liposomes to see whether the
bound rhodamine-4.1 is released from the previ-
ously added PS-liposomes and becomes redis-
tributed among both the previously and newly
added PS-liposomes. As shown in Fig. 3a, the
addition of up to fivefold more PS-liposomes
caused no significant change in the FAFs. The

Ž .calculated number of particles PS-liposomes
bound to rhodamine-4.1 did not change, although
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Fig. 2. Interactions of rhodamine-4.1 with liposomes contain-
Ž .ing various PSrPC ratios. In a , the FAFs of rhodamine-4.1

with liposomes containing 0]100% of PS are plotted against
Ž .the correlation time on a log scale. In b , the amounts of

bound rhodamine-4.1 are plotted against the PS content in the
liposomes.

the counts per molecule slightly decreased with
an increase in the total number of PS-liposomes
Ž .Fig. 3b . It is thus evident that once protein 4.1
binds to PS-liposomes, it does not dissociate in
solution. This hydrophobic nature of the protein
4.1]PS interactions is inconsistent with a previous
report, which suggested the possibility of elec-
trostatic interactions, based on the results of a

w xcentrifugation analysis 28 .
The bound rhodamine-4.1 was specifically re-

leased from PS-liposomes by treatment with
PLA , while PLC had no effect. As shown in Fig.2
4, the FAF of rhodamine-4.1 in the presence of
PS-liposomes was shifted to the right and back to
the original level of the unbound protein by PLA 2
treatment. The PLA -catalyzed hydrolysis of the2

Žester bonds between the sn-2 acyl chain fatty

Fig. 3. Binding of rhodamine-4.1 with sequentially added PS-
Ž .liposomes. In a , the FAFs of rhodamine-4.1 without a and

with sequentially added b 2, c 4, d 6, e 8, and f 10 ml of
PS-liposomes are plotted against the correlation time on a log

Ž . Ž .scale. In b , the calculated number of particles PS-liposomes
bound to rhodamine-4.1 and the counts per molecule are
plotted against the amounts of added PS-liposomes.

.acid and the glycerol in the PS molecule released
rhodamine-4.1 from PS, suggesting that protein
4.1 is closely associated with the fatty acid of the
PS molecule in the liposome. This finding was
confirmed by the fact that the hydrolytic cleavage
of the head group of PS, the phospho-serine
residue, by PLC did not affect the rhodamine
4.1]PS interaction. Preliminary biochemical ana-
lytical results have revealed that the released

Žprotein 4.1 actually contains fatty acids An and
.Takakuwa, unpublished data . Taken together, the

present results imply that the serine residue al-
lows the protein 4.1 molecule to bind to PS-lipo-
somes and that once protein 4.1 gets into PS-lipo-
somes, it associates hydrophobically with fatty
acids of phospholipids.

The effects of calmodulin and Ca2q, which are
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Fig. 4. Dissociation of rhodamine-4.1 from PS-liposomes by
PLA treatment. PS-liposomes with bound rhodamine-4.12
were treated with PLA , as described in Section 2. The FAFs2

Ž . Ž .of a rhodamine-4.1, b rhodamine-4.1 with PS-liposomes,
Ž .and c rhodamine-4.1 with PS-liposomes treated by PLA are2

plotted against the correlation time on a log scale.

known to dissociate protein 4.1 from its protein
interactions within the red cell membranes, were
also examined. As shown in Fig. 5, the FAF of
rhodamine-4.1 in the presence of PS-liposomes

Ž .was shifted to the right line b and was not back
Žto the original level of the unbound protein line

. Ž .a by addition of 1 mgrml of calmodulin line c
2q Žand by both calmodulin and 100-mM Ca line

.d . These results indicate absolutely no release of
the rhodamine-4.1 from the PS-liposomes by cal-
modulin and Ca2q.

In the present study, FCS was used to examine

Fig. 5. No effect of calmodulinrCa2q on rhodamine-4.1]PS-
liposome interactions. Calmodulin and Ca2q were added to
the complex of rhodamine-4.1 and PS liposomes, as described

Ž . Ž .in Section 2. The FAFs of a rhodamine-4.1, b rhodamine-4.1
Ž . Ž . 2qwith PS-liposomes, c, b with calmodulin, and d, c with Ca

are plotted against correlation time on a log scale.

the interactions between a membrane lipid and a
protein. The protein 4.1]PS interactions served
as the model system to demonstrate the mem-
brane lipid-protein interactions. This protein was
labeled with rhodamine and its interactions with
PS-liposomes were measured by FCS. The pre-
sent results are useful for analyzing protein inter-
actions with biological membrane lipids, since PS
is located in the inner leaflet of the lipid bilayer.
Using this method, the protein 4.1 interactions
with PS present on the surface of the inside-out
vesicles prepared from red blood cells are now
being examined by the authors.

7. Nomenclature

FCS: Fluorescence correlation spec-
troscopy

Rhodamine-4.1: Rhodamine-labeled protein 4.1
PS: Phosphatidyl serine
PLA : Phospholipase A2 2
PC: Phosphatidyl choline
PLC: Phospholipase C
FAF: Fluorescence autocorrelation

function
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